
"Band of Bands" Leads Allentown Halloween Harvest 
Parade 

What an afternoon for a parade! What a crowd! Streets were lined, children anxiously awaited 
candy and along with floats, clowns and more was a wonderful contingent of military - each 
representing the branches of the U.S. Armed Services. The parade theme was to honor the 
military and thank them for their service to our country as well as its citizens. The Local 45 
"Band of Bands" had the prime spot in the 01 November 2009 Allentown Halloween Harvest 
Parade - up front with Allentown Mayor Ed Pawlowski. Playing traditional march selections, the 
crowds cheered, clapped and thoroughly enjoyed themselves. What a parade! The Local 45 Band 
of Bands is comprised of musicians of the four Allentown civic concert bands: Allentown Band, 
Marine Band of Allentown, Municipal Band of Allentown, Pioneer Band of Allentown. For 
additional information contact Local45@afm.org.    (Pictures courtesy of John Middlecamp, 
Local 45 Board Director) 
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Allentown Band Celebrates Abe Lincoln Bicentennial 

Imagine a beautiful sunny autumn afternoon in a park, a lovely gazebo, a band performing all the 
latest and greatest hits of the 1860’s, men in suits with straw hats and canes, women wearing the 
latest fashions including fancy hats and parasols, perhaps strolling the park or enjoying a 
picnic…laughing, singing, talking…That was the vision imparted at Allentown’s Symphony Hall 
during “Echoes of the 1860’s” – a recent concert of the Allentown Band.. The concert bands of 
the day emulated the typical European band sound which was prominent throughout the 
program. Quicksteps, overtures and marches were typical faire in Europe as in the U.S. and the 
concert featured a Mendelssohn “Military Overture for Band,” “Major General U.S. Grant’s 
Grand March,” “American Civil War Fantasy,” a medley of popular tunes from the 1860’s and 
more. 

Guest artist Michael Toth, pianist with the Allentown Symphony Orchestra, joined the Band on 
two selections and performed beautifully. The Band featured member Clearnce Weber, 
euphonium soloist, in “Gentle Annie.” His tone was exquisite. More than melodic, it was mellow 
and one could even say, angelic. There were wonderful piccolo and drum interludes, moving 
English horn solos as well as oboe and bassoon passages, pieces with “fluttering” French horns 
and flutes, snappy regimental drum segments and the Gettysburg Address. One even heard a 



selection of “dueling” trumpets (“Wood Up Quickstep”) which during the 1860’s pitted a 
traditional style trumpet against a new style. The decision of the day as to which one performed 
best? It was a tie. 

And for that local touch, the Band performed “Little Tycoon March.” The composer, Thomas 
Coates, was a composer and musician in the Union ranks during the Civil War. He started the 
Easton Band, accompanied General Lafayette on his tour of America and led Barnum’s 
Hippodrome Circus. The arranger of the selection was David Diggs, current music professor at 
Lehigh University who specializes in music of the Civil War era. 

For additional information visit www.allentownband.com 

 
Allentown Band at Allentown Symphony Hall - 25 October 2009 
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Sue Moll, harpist  

Marine Band of Allentown Hosts "Apple Fest" 

Apple pie, brownies, apple cider and a fabulous concert drew a nice crowd on 11 October 2009 
to the Marine Band’s first anticipated annual Apple Fest. Conductor Tom Heinick scheduled 
selections for every taste. For the lover of contemporary music, the band opened with the 
“Niagara Overture” by Richard Fote. An excellent brass fanfare, a moving oboe solo and 
phenomenal percussive sections were just the beginning. As the audience enjoyed refreshments 
their toes tapped to sounds of Sinatra, John Philip Sousa, Broadway selections from Wicked, 
Spam-a-lot and lots more. The band performed several pieces in tribute to Conductor Emeritus 
Ray Becker Jr. including “Vignettes” composed for his family and “Concertino for Clarinet” 
featuring Janet DeGrandis. And, as appropriate for a Sunday, we heard “Salvation is Created” 
(Tschesnokoff) and “Just a Closer Walk with Thee” (arr. Don Gilles). Along with popular 
marches, the musicians “wailed” in true jazz style in “House of the Rising Sun” (arr. Bill 
Holcombe) and “Malaguena” (arr. Sammy Nestico). Obie Freitag, trumpet, who performed with 
jazz great Maynard Ferguson was at his finest. The band even included a sing-along…and…fun 
was had by all, including master of ceremonies Rob Vaughn of Channel 69. Did you know he 
was a trombonist and married a flutist? Music certainly does have a way of bringing people 
together. For more information on the Marine Band of Allentown and upcoming concerts visit 
www.allentownmarinebandinc.com. 



 
Marine Band in Concert 
Tom Heinick, Conductor & Rob Vaugh, Emcee 
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History in the Making 

In celebration of the bicentennial of Abraham Lincoln’s birth, on 10 October 2009 the 
Pennsylvania Sinfonia Orchestra under the direction of Allan Birney and the Allentown Band 
conducted by Ronald Demkee collaborated to present a wonderful concert of contemporary 
classics. Aaron Copland’s “Fanfare for the Common Man” opened the concert in true regal form 



and the Sinfonia’s rendition of George Gershwin’s “Lullaby” entertained. A special treat was the 
third ever live performance of Yehudi Wyner’s “Lyric Harmony,” described as “a symphonic 
composition of dramatic oppositions and developments.” However, the real highlight of the 
evening was a performance of Copland’s “Lincoln Portrait” combining both ensembles with 
superb narration by Greg Funfgeld, director and conductor of the Bach Choir and the Bach Choir 
Orchestra. The evening was dramatic, entertaining and commemorative. For additional 
information and upcoming concerts visit www.PASinfonia.org and www.allentownband.org. 

 


